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Dr. Renné served as the President of the International Solar Energy Society during the 
period 2010 – 2019 and continues to serve on its Board of Directors and Executive 
Committee as the Immediate Past President.  During his term as President ISES’ stature 
and reputation as a key organization for connecting the renewable energy R&D 
community with the industry grew as he established key partnerships between ISES and 
organizations such as the Global Solar Council.  On behalf of ISES he has given 
numerous talks at international conferences on the key role of renewables in supporting 
energy equity, economic growth, and environmental mitigation.   
 
Dr. Renné has worked on renewable energy R&D programs for nearly 45 years.  After 
graduating from Colorado State University (Fort Collins, Colorado, USA) with a Masters 
in Atmospheric Sciences and a PhD in Earth Resources in 1975 he launched his career at 
the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (Richland, Washington USA).  In 1977 he 
organized and managed wind energy resource assessment programs, wind turbine wake 
studies, and a variety of environmental research activities, both for the U.S. Department 
of Energy and for private sector companies.  In 1991 he moved to the U.S. National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) to manage the lab’s solar resource assessment 
activities and to work on international renewable energy programs.    Following his 
retirement from NREL in 2012, he continued his active engagement in renewable energy 
through his consultancy, Dave Renné Renewables.  He is a Senior Consultant to Clean 
Power Research, a small U.S. company that develops resource assessment and analytical 
software tools to support large-scale grid connected solar energy systems.  He has also 
consulted with the World Bank, the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), 
the Asian Development Bank, and several private-sector organizations.  He served as an 
Associate Editor of the Solar Energy Journal between 2002 to 2020.  He also served as an 
Operating Agent for two tasks in the IEA’s Solar Heating and Cooling (SHC) 
Programme, and currently participates in Task 16 of the IEA’s Photovoltaic Power 
Systems (PVPS) Programme. 
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